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SCOUTS GO FOR GROWTH
Today (Saturday) saw hundreds of Stratford Scouts join in with the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Annual Celebration.
Scouts provided escorts for the high street international flag poles and then joined in the parade.  Gill Turner (District Commissioner for Scouts) commented ‘What a wonderful sight to see so many people enjoying themselves and I was very pleased to see such a large number of our happy, smiling, young people in uniform joining in’.

After the parade the Scouts peeled off into the Recreation Ground for their own St. George’s Day celebration.  During which David Wright  (Group Scout Leader) 1st Shipston on Stour  was present with the Silver Acorn Award for specially distinguished service.  In addition Ashley  & Stephen will be presented with Chief Scouts Platinum and Gold awards respectively.    
The Scouts’ celebration is being led by Scout Faith Adviser, Kay Dyer and will include Scouts of all ages reaffirming their Scout Promise.

Stratford on Avon District Scouts have had another fantastic growth year with membership up by 9.1 %.  This is the third year running the Scouts have grown in number and 9.1% represents the biggest growth for a Scouts district in Warwickshire.   Numbers have been increasing as a result of rejuvenated local leadership and exciting programmes.  The Scouts are also keeping large numbers of teenagers (both boys and girls) in the movement. 
A new Scout Troop (10-14 year olds) has been started this year at Tiddington along with two new Beaver Colonies (6-8 year olds) at Clopton and Newbold on Stour.
Anyone who wishes to find out more about volunteering their time to Scouting in Stratford can go to www.warwickshirescouts.org.uk 
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Warwickshire Scouts website: www.warwickshirescouts.org.uk 

Scouting UK website:  www.scouts.org.uk 

About Scouting

· St. George is the patron saint of Scouting and is celebrated by Scouts every year up and down this country.
· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfil their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

The number of scouts in the UK has increased by 16,500 since the start of 2009, the biggest growth in 38 years, according to figures
· Although more than 13,500 new scouting places have been created this year thanks to 2,871 new adult volunteers - up 3.1% on 2009 - some 33,500 young people are still waiting to join.

· Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 295 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.

