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First timers sweep the board at the 

British Pedal Car Championship 24 hour race
 

 

Last weekend a team of Stratford Scouts swept the board in the BPCC 24 hour Pedal Car Race at Shenington Kart Racing Circuit, Banbury.

The novice team from 6th Stratford upon Avon (Clopton) Scout group (Clopton Crusaders) raced from midday on Saturday to midday on Sunday, around the 595 meter Shenington track with 27 other pedal car teams from around the country. The team of 6 drivers, Rory McMeekan, Thomas  
Lane, Edward Bailey, James Moody, Oliver Judd and Matthew Tiller were supported by a pit crew of Dan Eddan and Tom Richman.

By late afternoon on Saturday, 'Clopton Crusaders' were 2 laps behind their closest rivals, but after outstanding performances from all, the team fought back to finish the first session 8 laps ahead of the second car in their class. Due to the Scouts being under 14, a compulsory rest from midnight to 6 am had to be taken and when rejoining the event after what seemed such a short rest, the team went  
back on track with as much enthusiasm and energy as they started with the day before.

Finally finishing 27 laps ahead of their class rivals, Clopton Crusaders covered 257.7 miles (693 laps) winning the 12hr, 6hr and 'accumulative 18 hrs' races, effectively 'sweeping the board' in their  
first outing in such a demanding event
After months of preparation, training and organization, this event showed that following the Scouting motto, anything can be achieved...Be Prepared.


It certainly showed how disciplined the team was, especially when we were all getting tired/excited and during that period when we felt cheated of laps. For the Scouts, I hope it was one of those occasions where they saw that you can do much more than you think you can, and push your body beyond what you think it is capable of. By perseverance, teamwork, drawing on everyone's experience and strengths, and knuckling down to the task in hand I hope this weekend will inspire them again sometime in the future. It was certainly a weekend that will stick with me as one of the best.

On a lighter note, I would wager that it will be the quickest a group of Scouts will be asleep after getting into their tents....ever!

Full details available from  http://www.pedalcars.info/events/results.asp?VenueID=shenington
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	Race team and pit crew left to right Rory McMeekan, James Mudie, Thomas Richman, Thomas Lane, Edward Bailey, Daniel Edden, Mathew Tiller, Oliver Judd 
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	Back row Pit Crew Left to Right
Thomas Richman and Daniel Edden Drivers 
Middle row Oliver Judd, James Mudie, Thomas Lane, Edward Bailey, Mathew Tiller, 
Front row Rory McMeekan


QUOTES      
Mr. Irvine Webb Group Scout Leader 9th Stratford (Clopton) Scouts;
"When we first entered the pedal car race we thought that it would be an achievement in itself just to finish - to go through to the end and win the under 14 Class (PC3)was remarkable - to be ahead of adult teams stupendous. Parents, you should be justifiably proud of not just what your sons achieved but more importantly the manner in which they did so, drivers and pit crew alike, I know that the Scout Leader Team are."

                 

Mr. Tim Bailey Parent of driver;
"The Scouts were well behaved and a credit to all and the racing team did a fantastic job." 

            

Anyone who wants to find out more about volunteering their time to Scouting can go to www.warwickshirescouts.org.uk 
ENDS
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Warwickshire Scouts website: www.warwickshirescouts.org.uk 
 
Scouting UK website:  www.scouts.org.uk 
For further information, please contact Ron Tredwell (Media Development Manager – Stratford District Scouts)
About Scouting
 
         Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfill their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 
 
· In January 2008, The Scout Association introduced 40 new badges, including Snow Sports and Health and Fitness badges, bringing the total number of badges available to over 200.  No other youth organization offers such a range of challenging or exciting activities, available in a safe, supervised environment.
 
         Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.
 
· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are nearly 32,000 young people on waiting lists nationally.
 
         Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 295 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 
 
· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.
 
· The World Scout Jamboree, held in Essex in August 2007, was attended by 40,000 Scouts from over 200 countries, demonstrating the opportunities for young people to travel and experience adventure abroad as well as closer to home.  
