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Date: 23rd June 2008
To: The News Editor

From: Kerrie McCann (Communication Team - Warwickshire Scouts) 
Tel: 01926 – 428897 (home); 0976 7904 941 (mobile); 02476 653599
Email: mccannfamily22@talktalk.net 
Biggest Scout Event in Warwickshire attracts crowds
Sunday 22nd June saw more than 3,000 (three thousand) Scouts from every part of Warwickshire descend on Ragley Hall, near Alcester, for a day packed with fun, challenge and adventure.  This was the biggest youth and Scout event in the County since the Centenary celebrations last year.  Over 900 Scouts from the Stratford and west Warwickshire are attended the event.
Several thousand of the Scouts gained a Share the Adventure activity badge for taking part in many of the wide range of activities on offer.   Highlights included a thrilling aerial runway, go-karts, caving, crafts and sumo wrestling.
As he left at the end of the day, tired Explorer Scout Steven Fortnum from Warwick (aged 14) said “it was a wicked day and we’ve packed in so many great activities”.
Scouting 101, Share the Adventure was also about Warwickshire Scouts inviting more adults to find out about being a volunteer with them.  Gill Turner, District Commissioner from Stratford said “I and many like me, give time voluntarily to Scouting so that we help give young people opportunities to develop and learn in a challenging and adventurous environment.  By recruiting more adults we can to provide more opportunities for Scouting adventures to more young people in the west of Warwickshire.... and I get a huge amount of fun from it too!”
Many of the older Scouts (aged 14-25) were involved in the planning and organisation of the event.  Mrs Anna Tyre, High Sheriff of Warwickshire who was a guest said “I have been shown around by a young Queen Scout, she was absolutely super.  What a wonderful event, so much to do and so many Warwickshire Scouts having a fabulous time”.  Not only that but you had young people as a key part of your planning team”.
Representatives from different cultures and faiths including the Christian and Muslim faiths contributed to the event, along with environmental groups.  Modelling out of trash resulted in some large scale sculptures in the Trash Art area.

Anyone who wants to find out more about volunteering their time to Scouting can go to www.warwickshirescouts.org.uk 
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Notes for editors:

Warwickshire Scouts website: www.warwickshirescouts.org.uk 

Scouting UK website:  www.scouts.org.uk 

For further information, please contact Kerrie McCann (Communication Team – Warwickshire Scouts) on 01926 428897 (home) or 0976 7904 941 (mobile) or 02476 653599 (daytime)
About Scouting

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfil their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· In January 2008, The Scout Association introduced 40 new badges, including Snow Sports and Health and Fitness badges, bringing the total number of badges available to over 200.  No other youth organisation offers such a range of challenging or exciting activities, available in a safe, supervised environment.

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· The last time the Movement showed a growth of this size was in 1987, when a whole new age range, 5-8 years (Beaver Scouts) was added to the Scouting family.

· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are nearly 32,000 young people on waiting lists nationally.

· Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 295 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.

· The World Scout Jamboree, held in Essex in August 2007, was attended by 40,000 Scouts from over 200 countries, demonstrating the opportunities for young people to travel and experience adventure abroad as well as closer to home.  
