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PRESS RELEASE

25th April 2010



Leamington District Scouts
Scouts victorious as St. George’s slays dragon
Today, Sunday 25 April, saw over 1000 Scouts and their supporters in Leamington’s Pump Room Gardens witness their champion St. George slay the dragon.
Every year Leamington District Scouts celebrate our patron, Saint George.  This year we put on a fantastic afternoon full of courage and bravery, as St. George, cheered on by the Scouts, slayed the fire-breathing dragon.

Lord Baden-Powell chose Saint George to be The Patron Saint of The Scout Association as the Saint George of legend set a good example of faith, courage and perseverance.   In Leamington, more than 500 local Scouts, aged 6-25 years old congregated to watch a jousting spectacular provided by the Knights of Middle England.   The hero was of course, St. George.

Following a parade of Scouts flags, the Union and Scout flags were carried into the arena by knights on horseback.   One of whom was Robert Plester, a former Whitnash Scout.  County Cub Scout leader Graham Howe explained St. George’s story to the crowd (which with supporters and onlookers numbered well over a thousand).  Then the fan fare played and St. George galloped into the arena.

The crowd enjoyed 40 minutes of a spectacular show, which saw jousting skills, breath-taking fast riding and sword fighting.   Scouts cheered and booed as St. George won over his foe, the Black Knight and finally slayed the fire breathing dragon.

One of the youngest Beaver Scouts (Lauren aged 6) said ‘It was brilliant, St. George was really brave!’

District Commissioner Tim Thorpe added ‘We wanted to celebrate our patron saint and at the same time give the Scouts in Leamington an exciting activity.  We also wanted to share it with our community in Leamington and show how great Scouting is for both young people and the adults who lead them.’
Lots of onlookers showed an interesting in joining Scouting on the day.   If any other young people or adults would like to join in our exciting our activities they can call  0846 300 1818 or go to www.scouts.org.uk to find out more.
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Images enclosed – more available on request
Warwickshire Scouts website: www.warwickshirescouts.org.uk 

Scouting UK website:  www.scouts.org.uk 

Local Contact:  Kerrie McCann  01926 428897   or  07931 739076
Adults and young people available for interview on request

Editors notes

About the Knights of Middle England

· The Knights of Middle England is headed by Karl Ude-Martinez a professional actor and rider who has vast TV, Film and Theatre experience. Karl has performed in live jousting shows and displays all over Europe, for several medieval companies over the last 14 years and now writes and directs all the shows for The Knights of Middle England.

· The Knights include expert horsemen and women from varying equestrian backgrounds. The team, do not just specialise in Medieval Jousting and Stunt/Trick Riding, they're all performers.
· Website:  www.knightsofmiddlengland.co.uk 
About Scouting
· Adventure is at the core of Scouting. The Scout Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfil their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 
· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.
· Scouting is the largest co-educational youth Movement in the Leamington, Warwickshire and the UK
· Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 364 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 

· The number of Scouts has risen since 2009 by 16,500.  The biggest rise in 38 years.

· Leamington Scouting has also grown every year for the past three years
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